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7000 ARE SAIDTODIE:

S IRE _s:cézy%,,
: Alkmlm neiivspa ‘pub-
’ lished in- ‘France has: printed a detailed |
. account, ‘purportedly: received: from: the
-Soviet Union,-of the 1979 -baeteriological

accident reponed in thewm earlier this

VORI L O
-.."The account;’ ‘which appeared J’uly 3
‘the-Paris émigré newspaper Russkaya
: Mysl,~ which - means < Russian-- t,:
. cannot be independently verified. It said
-that more than 1,000 people near. the city:
-of Sverdlovsk, in the Urals, died in. April
.and May 1979 after.an explosion in a. mm-
tary biclogical plant;released a.micro-
that the;the’report- called'the
“I-zlstxmn"intothe airs iy (AT
In:March the.State" ent. d
‘that hundreds of people might have died
in.what was described as an outbreak of.
anthrax,auveltockdiseaset.hatca.nbe
transmitted to- humans.:. The -outbreak
was attributed to araccid ent‘at abiologi-
cal weapons facility.: S 3

that the Soviet Union had: violated. the:

terms of a convention hanning the pro-.
-duction of germ-warfare agents. But the

. which supplies fresh produce for the city
«+v | of1.2million people,...; ;.

7% limited to about 1,00. The prevailin
<) wind at the time was away from the ci
21t blowing-the cloud of infestation south-

" Some time between Aprm and 8 last
year, the I-21 bacteriological strain was
released by an explosion at a biological
facility designated as Military Compound
197 A ‘sketched map accompanying the
published account indicates that the in-
stallation was situated on the. southern
outskirts of Sverdlovsk in pine woods ad-|
joining the Sverdlovsky State: Farm,|

;-‘g,i Wind Blowing Away From Clty g .'

¥’According to the Paris report, it was
*‘only a miracle” that the fatalities were

southeast. into sparsely populated. peat
bogs between: highways leading from
Sverdlovsk : to. Polevskol.: and.: Sysert:
Moreover, a late cold snap sent tempera-
tures below the freezing mark, appar-
ently reduclng the vimlence of the lethal:
agmt- > PRSI
- The early victims of the explosion were
said to include about a.dozen scientists
and technicians bearing - the. military
ranks of reserve officers while working in
the biological facility, and an.undeter-
mined number of people;.‘‘possibly the
entire work shxtt », ln a nearby eeramxcs
factory. A bon ; :

: The only inhabited place 1dentiﬂed as
having suffered ‘many victims was the
village of Kashino, 18 miles to the south-
eastand apparently in the pat.h of the air-
borne agent. 00
Deaths Conﬁnued lntoMay s ;-f'»
*According ‘to the Paris report, there
were several:hundred fatalities in the
first few -days after the explosion, but
- deaths continued at a rateof&OtOtiOaday-

‘State- Department announcement of the
incident was also seen as part of a pattern
- of disclosures designed to.embarrass the
-Soviet Union after:its: military lnterven-
tioninAfghanlstan»’g £ kit

S Inin “response- to: American’ inquiries. in
Mosww, theSov!et Union said thatan an-

S a farnill
arltywith local, sltes inSverdlovsk, and:
:therefore:may: have' been’ written: by &/
‘resident of the city:’ ‘The-report says that

. the deaths’ were caused'neither by. food:
‘contamination nor anthrax, which is usu-

e
RS TENE

-ally-associated with intestinal disorders.]

o?itauzed victims of the accident were

to have suffered from an unspedﬁed
pulmonary. problem,: - inhala~

X tion.rather than. lngeetion of: theagent.

o m::: e }tgm g live
. earea.-v“ 2 t[-!s AT

- . ./The 1,200-word’ agm \‘*mss?,;
,m&ed in New: YorkbyFreedom House, a

: nonprofit organization that monitors dvll

iliberties around the.world. The following

4] -been inoculated alsodied.

until about the middie of May. - .
In an effort to control the situation, the
authorities vaccinated the entire popula-
tion of Chkalov Borough, the soutbern in-
dustrial section of Sverdlovsk. in which
the explosion occurred, a total of several
hundred thousand people. They were vac-
_cinated twice with an unidentified serum,
in mid-April:and toward the end of the
month.. :But: this.. measure : apparently
“proved .ineffective*and” those who d

«-After.the snow melted, city residents
“Wwere commandeered into the streets fora
spring clean-up in an apparent effort to

.eradicate-: afso remaining-: infestation.
.« Topsoil was reported stripped from
: \the swilth of infestation to the southeast
*from the reported explosion. In Kashino,
the village streets were covered with as-
"phalt, an unusual luxury for a rural area
in\the - Soviet Union ¢ aoeordin to’th
Parisreport.--
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